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How Jesus Faced Opposition with Scripture 
 
Look at the verses below and notice the ways that Jesus faced spiritual 

opposition by knowing and applying the Bible. 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 
[4:1] Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. [2] And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. [3] And 
the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread.” [4] But he answered, “It is written, 

 “ʻMan shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.ʼ” 

[5] Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple [6] and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it 
is written, “ʻHe will command his angels concerning you,ʼ and “ʻOn their hands 
they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.ʼ” 

[7] Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ʻYou shall not put the Lord your God to 
the test.ʼ” [8] Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. [9] And he said to him, “All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” [10] Then Jesus said to him, 
“Be gone, Satan! For it is written,“ʻYou shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve.ʼ” 

[11] Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to 
him. 

  
-Satan attacked Jesus WITH SCRIPTURE!  
-Jesus counter-attacked with more accurate understanding of  the 

 Scriptures 
 

Mark 12:18-24 
[18] And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. 

And they asked him a question, saying, [19] “Teacher, Moses wrote for us 
that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man 
must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. [20] There were 
seven brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 
[21] And the second took her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third 
likewise. [22] And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also 
died. [23] In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? 
For the seven had her as wife.” 

 [24] Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, 
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? 
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-Jesus faced religious leaders who questioned his authority and 
 authenticity 

-Jesus showed them the true meaning of the Scriptures 
   

John 13:18 
 [12] When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 

and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have 
done to you? [13] You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 
am. [14] If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another's feet. [15] For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you. [16] Truly, truly, I say to 
you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. [17] If you know these things, blessed are you 
if you do them. [18] I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have 
chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ʻHe who ate my bread has lifted 
his heel against me.ʼ [19] I am telling you this now, before it takes place, 
that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. [20] Truly, truly, 
I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me.” 

  
-Jesus faced betrayal 
-Jesus countered the hard circumstances with Scripture 
 -"[This happened so] the Scripture will be fulfilled" 
 

	  
	  
QUESTION:	  What	  are	  some	  circumstances	  you're	  facing	  or	  will	  face	  this	  week	  where	  
you	  can	  respond	  by	  applying	  Scripture?	  
	  
Description:	  
	  
	  
	  
Applicable	  Scripture:	  
	   	  
	   Reference:	  	  
	  
	   Why	  it	  applies:	  
	  
	  
	  
	   How	  it	  helps:	  
	  


