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Left or right?  Up or down?  Cash or credit?  Which job should I apply for?  
What class should I take?  Who should I marry?  How long should I wait 
before having children?  Should I buy a house or rent?   Should we buy a 
dog?  Who should watch my children?  How should I tell my boss that I 
donʼt like my job?  How do I decide when I canʼt meet the needs of my 
loved ones by myself?  How do I raise my children in this world today? 
 
Wow!  Life is complex isnʼt it?  We need help!  What are some of the top 
places we look to for help w/making decisions? Why do we rely on these 
so often?  
           What Helps Us  -        Why We Rely on It  

_______________________  -  _______________________  
_______________________  -  _______________________  
_______________________  -  _______________________  

 
Hersey & Blanchard: In a time where many books were written about 
organizational leadership, two men changed the face of education in 
business leadership by introducing the idea of Situational Leadership.  
These men suggested that there is no silver-bullet for leadership but the 
best leader adapts to the setting he/she is given.   
 
What similarities are there between the theory of situational leadership and 
the daily task of making good decisions? 
 
1. In this room are some people who have already learned to rely on 
Scripture for guidance and others who are still learning to do that.  What 
are some good reasons you know of to look to the Scriptures for 
guidance? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Introduction to the Book of Proverbs:  
Proverbs lays out a way of living that is called wisdom.  Wisdom is not merely 
knowing a lot.  It's not just thinking a lot.  Wisdom is a path of understanding how 
things work and doing the right thing in light of that understanding. 
 
2. Read Jeremiah 9:23-24.  Wisdom can seem formulaic and self-
obtainable.  What is one trap -regarding wisdom- that God warns against?  
Wisdom can be a cause for  __________________ .   Wisdom apart from 
__________________  _______   ________ is dangerous and ungodly.  
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The godly person will find that the way of wisdom is not formulaic but is, 
instead, a great rescue from habits & patterns we pick up naturally just by 
living in this world.   
 
3. What are some common sources where we get patterns of behavior?  
________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________  
 
 
4. Read Prov. 9:10.  
The ____________________________________is the beginning of wisdom. 
 
5. What difference would it make if any of these were true instead? 

-The thirst for power is the beginning of wisdom 
-The thirst for approval is the beginning of wisdom 
-The hunger to be the smartest is the beginning of wisdom 
-World peace is the reason to get wisdom 
 

6. What might you expect to see instead of “the fear of the Lord” as the 
beginning of wisdom? 
 -Love is the beginning of wisdom? 
 -Unselfishness is the beginning of wisdom? 
 -Peace is the beginning of wisdom? 
 
7. What impact would it make on a person if he/she did not fear God?  Can 
such a person benefit from the teachings of Scripture about wisdom?  
Why?  Why not? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
-Wisdom is not a recipe for separating righteousness from daily, moment-
by-moment dependence on God (John 15:5; Romans 8:14) 
 
-Wisdom applies in every single situation.  God's leading by His Spirit 
brings clarity in times of two or more wise paths  

 
8. Read James 1:5-8.   

a. James didnʼt know you and I.  Who does the “you” refer to when 
James says “if any of you lacks wisdom?” ___________________ 
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b. What hoops does God require us to jump through before we ask 
for wisdom?  What sacrifices must be offered.  Whoever wants 
wisdom must:______________ 

  
c. What is does God inspect before giving out wisdom?___________ 

  
d. What adjective is used to describe how God gives? 
__________________ 

 
In 2010, at her annual Favorite Things show, Oprah Winfrey gave the 
following items to every member of her studio audience: 2012 VW Beetle, 
Williams-Sonoma Mini Croissants, Tory Tote and Reva Ballerina Flat by Tory 
Burch, The Book of Awakening, A Course in Weight Loss, Pottery Barn Sophie 
Jewelry Box, The Beginning by the Black Eyed Peas, Nordstrom Gift Card, 
Talbott Teas Holiday Favorites Assortment, Nikon D3100 Digital SLR, Sony 
Bravia LX900 HDTV with 3D, Nike Free Run+Shoes, Season 25 T-Shirt, Jeans, 
Tunic & Leggings,  iPad, iPad Game, Royal Caribbean Cruise, Polo Cashmere 
Throw, Pants, Earrings, Makeup, Philip Stein Watch, Josh Groban CD, Johnny 
Mathis CD, Herbs, Cookware Set, Candle Set, Brownie Pan, Cutlery Set, 
Popcorn Tin, Netflix Membership, Kiva Gift Card, Chicken Pie, Containers, Panini 
Press, Gift Cards, Cheeses, Jay-Z CD, Diamond Earrings, Coach Bag, Ugg 
Boots, Hair Care Products.  This is nearly $40K in gifts for every member of the 
200+ audience.  Some would use the word “generous” to describe her gifts. 
 
In 2009, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation gave over $3B to education, 
vaccine and other charitable causes.  Some would say this is a generous 
pattern of giving considering the Gates family has children and may one 
day have grandchildren for whom they could choose to save their money.   
 
9. Read James 1:5 again. 

a. Do you really believe that God gives wisdom generously? 
 
 
b. What fears keep you from coming to God to ask for wisdom in 
hard times? 
 
 
c. The passage says that God gives wisdom generously to all, 
without reproach. “Without reproach” means without rebuke or criticism.  
In other words, the Lord will not embarrass you for asking for help or pick 
on all your faults when you come to Him for help.  How does that affect 
your confidence in coming to God for wisdom? 
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10. The Deal-Maker: James 1:6 shows us that the one deciding factor for 
receiving wisdom from God is faith.  Not our abilities, our cleverness, not 
our wit.  Not our shrewdness or cunning, our crafty ideas or persuasive 
appeals.  For a person to receive wisdom from God, we must put our faith 
in Jesus.  What does it mean about God that He reserves wisdom for those 
who put their trust in Him?  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. Take some time alone to write down some areas that currently weigh 
you down.  How would it help you to have Godʼs perspective on the 
matter? What things do you need God to help you with? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
*Before you ask God to help you with these things, take some time to 
consider: what are some ways that you have been neglected your faith in 
Jesus?  Ask God to help you turn from those ways so that you can be in 
right relationship with the One who gives you help.   Consider writing out a 
prayer expressing your desire to get right with God. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
When we act in faith, God grants wisdom.  What amazing grace from God 
to give something so precious (wisdom and guidance) when we are so 
xundeserving.  Itʼs consistent with the Gospel message that those who 
turn to the Son of God receive blessing from the hand of God.  Are you 
living in a way that shows your confidence in Godʼs grace?  Are you 
continuously turning towards the Son of God?  I hope you are, because 
there is grace and mercy in His presence.  And in turning to Jesus, we also 
find wisdom to guide our every decision for the best outcome.  
	  


